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Dorner like yours Hadi on _— the an 
of humanity, and raiſes," in a manner imper- 
ceptble, the ſoft emotions of compaſſion. The ſeve- 
rity of your trial ſtrikes me with peculiar force, as it 
reſembles in many reſpects what I have formerly ex- 
perienced. If the recital of ſimilar diſtreſs could be 
any encourapement, I might here enumerate that 
which has been the moſt intolerable, yet not inſuppor- 
table. — But, alas ! what can this avail LAVIN IA? 
Her troubles are too perſonal to be alleviated by my 
commiſeration, and too ſevere to be leſſened by com- 
pariſon. But muſt I then be filent?—No'; humanity” 
torbids the thought—it ſhall be my buſineſs, in treat- 


i 
now before me, to direct my amiable 
Jod, who is the friend of ſinners, and 
ce of real happineſs and comfort. 


nos depreſſions of guilt, under which you 
groan, are the natural conſequence of fin. The ſoul, 
_ alarmed by the ſtings of conſcience, ts now brought 
to ſee what an accurſed thing it is in the ſight of 
God. A ſenſe of deſerved wrath ſtimulates the ri- 
ſings of deſpair, and leaves the ſonl without the leaſt 
hope of pardoning mercy. I would here remind you 
of thoſe days that are paſt when conſcience, now 
to accuſe, permitted you to enjoy a life of unin- 
Mupted peace, though ſubje& to the ſame condem- 
nation, which is now the ground of all your miſery. 
A confideration ſo affecting will, no doubt, be very 
diſtreſſing; yet, I truſt, it may lead you to the diſ- 
covery of ſomething calculated to n the mind 
from its preſent anxiety. | : 


Tur ALMIGuTY, who is infinitely wiſe in all his 
_ diſpenſations, generally brings the ſoul into a ſtate of 
ſorrow and affliction, previous to the manifeſtation 
of his pardoning love and grace. It is certain there 
are many exceptions to this rule; ſome are drawn by 
the ſweet and powerful influences of divine love; 

others are brought to experience the ſame goodneſs 

in a way which cannot be deſcribed, becauſe the 

operations of his eternal Spirit have been ſo gra- 
dual as not to leave any trace of his firſt breaking 
into 


11 


and as we cannot account for the various diſpenſa- 


that all are brought to ſee their want of ſome- 


can be acceptable, or even deſirable. If it is your 
lot to feel much of the agony of guilt; it is never - 


not leſſened by the ſharpneſs of your ſufferings. 


Taar ſtate of bondage, which you think peculiar 
to yourſelf, is common to all under the hidings of 


God's preſence, Few are led to diſpute the freeneſs 
of his grace and mercy manifeſted for the pardon of 


ſn; as their concern generally ariſes from a belief 
- their having no part nor lot in the matter. When 
his is the caſe, guilt holds the ſoul in bondage—un- 
belief ſtrips it of every hope; and the natural 
onclufion is, there can be no room to expect forgiv- 
Ing mercy, Reaſoning. ſimilar to this prevailed in 
the mind of Manoah, when he ſaid unto his wife, 
We ſhall furely die, becauſe we have ſeen the 
© Lord,” A becoming ſenſe of the awful majeſty 
of God truck him with unuſual terror, while the 
apprehenſion of his groundleſs fears urged him to 
draw ſo haſty a concluſion. His wife, ſenſible of 
he prevalency of his fears, endeavours, in the exer- 
iſe of faith, to adminiſter the earlieſt comfort, by 
Wo. © If the Lord were pleaſed to kill us, he 
A 2 « would 


into the ſoul. In all this the Lord acts like Rimſelf; 


tions of his providence and grace, we muſt reſt ſatiſ- 
fied, while we thankfully rejoice in this certainty—" 


thing to entitle them to his favor, before a Saviour 


theleſs your privilege to be thankful, as the mercy is 
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C41] 
ce would not have ſhewn us theſe things.“ The ſame 
argument may, I truſt with propriety, be applied 
to you for your comfort and encouragement. If ſo, 
why all this deſpondency of ſfoul—why thus diſpute 
the riches of divine grace—or why repel the tender 
of a Saviour's love ?—That' God who hath wounded 
the ſleeping conſcience, hath alſo pointed out a Phy- 
ſician, in every reſpect ſuited to your preſent wants, 


and qualified to preſent you faultleſs before his pre- 


ſence with exceeding j joy. ; 


' To ſouls under a ſpiritual conviction of fin, be. 
long all the promiſes which enrich the oracles of 
truth. The united power of earth and hell can 
neither hinder their accompliſhment, nor diveſt the 
Toul of that right which it has to them by virtue of 
regtnerating grace. Animated by a firm belief of thi 
being your happy ſtate, I rejoice exceedingly, What 
then ſhall I ſay unto you? To this enquiry the lan- 
guage of truth anſwers, ©* Comfort ye, comfort je 
« my people s cry unto her, and ſay, that her war- 
« fare is accompliſhed, that her iniquity is pardon- 
c ed: for ſhe hath received of the Lord's hand 
« double for all her ſins.” What comfortable word 
are theſe! Surely they muſt rejoice my friend, anc 
leave her happy in the knowledge of a truth ſuitec 
to her neceſſity, being, if experimentally applied 
calculated to relieve the mind from that Rate whic 
is now miſerable and dejecting. Come, then, * tho 
cx en art of a fearful 1 be ſtrong, *” thy dai) 
| nigl 
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* of diſtreſs is, I truſt, a kind prelude of that 


bright morning, when Jesvs, the Sux or Ricrs- 
ousxEss, ſhall ariſe and ſhine into thy ſoul unto the 
perfect day.— Then, en 


Thy ſoul, emerg'd from Hablonifs ung 
Shall view the dawning ray, 
Wich ſplendid beams of genial light 
Bring in the welcome dae 
The healing ſweets of Gilead's balm 
Thy wounded ſoul ſhall prove. 
And ev'ry ruder thought be calm, | 
i by N ring . 
1 not unbelief ſuggeſt this to = ns for 
with nals, the ALMIGHTY. SAVIOUR, all things 


I are poſſible. His reſplendent beams ran penetrate 
; the dark receſſes of the heart, eradicate the gloomy 
korrors of guilt, and uſher-in the glorious, the wel- 
come day of goſpel grace. Then ( fear not, thou 
Ml © alt, not be aſhamed, neither ſhalt thou be con» 
| bs founded, for thy Makers thine huſband, and thy 


* RepzemER the Hor Ox of Ifrael,” Your 
preſent fears, may urge you to ſay, I Wait. for 
„light, but behold obſcurity; for brightneſs, but 
% walk in darkneſs; yet fear not, the Lord ſhall 
ebe unto thee an everlaſting light, and thy God thy 
„ glory. He will ſhine into your ſoul, and be 
as the light of the morning when the ſan ariſeth, 
even à morning without clouds,” He will chen ma» 
6 8-3 | nifeſt 
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nifeſt the infinite fulneſs of his abounding grace, 
and, in much mercy, revive your drooping ſpirit 
with the ſweet communications of his everlaſting 
love—his lenient hand will then apply the rich par- 
don of his blood, which will ſoften all the hard 


workings of unbelief, and prove a healing balm 
for all the maladies of ſin. 


SEEING, my diſconſolate friend, wehaveſuch a great 
and glorious REDEEMER, let me exhort you to flee to 
him for a ſupply of all your wants. Go to him for 
free pardon, full redemption—implore the aid of his 
omnipotent arm for complete victory over every trial, 
and he will bring you off more than conqueror. He 
is not only a great, but a merciful, kind, and com- 
paſſionate Sa vioux.— The arms of his mercy are 

ever extended to the returning ſinner, whom he 

raiſeth out of the duſt, and, in his own due time, 
cauſeth to inherit a crown of glory, In him there is 
fafety and everlaſting ſtrength—he is the ETERNAL 
Gop—he is the ſinner's xxFuGE. Then let me in- 
treat you to flee to him, that mivinG PLACE which 
ſcreens the guilty from all the curſes of a violated 
Jaw. Should you ſay, © I am weak and helpleſs, 
there are words of encouragement which muſt ani- 
mate your hope, and ſtrengthen your deſires : His 
«« everlaſting arms are underneath you.” Can you 
fink when upheld by Ouxiyorzxcx? Can you 
faint under the benign influences of ſuch az micarr 
ſacrous ? No ; it is impoſlible, for thus faith the 
2 5 | | the 
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the Lord, I am with thee; A not diſmayed, I am 
« thy God: I will ſtrengthen thee; I will help 
* thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand 
<« of my righteouſneſs.” Surely, words ſo ſuited to 
diſtreſs, muſt adminiſter comfort to the deſponding 
ſoul, as they inſure ſafety in every ſituation, and 
make its ſtate equally certain under every trial. Were 
it not for truths ſo animating, I could ſay but little; 
nay, you muſt fall under the preſſure of your trials, 
and ſink into abſolute deſpair. | 95 
Now, my friend, che Lord, who is rich in mercy, 
hath provided every thing that can afford comfort 
and relief to the diſtreſſed ſoul. He hath provided a 
SAVIOUR able to ſave to the very uttermoſt One, 
whoſe blood cleanſeth from the fouleſt crimes One, 
who receives all who come unto him One, who is 
able to ſupply all your wants ; which muſt make him 
ſuitable indeed. Are you weary and heavy laden? 
are you burdened with the preſſure of tormenting 
guilt ? do you find yourſelf unable to ſupport ſuch a 
a ponderous weight? If fo, flee to him—your FRIEND 
and Saviour. For your encouragement, hearwhat he 
ſaith, „Come unto me, all ye that are weary and 
„ heavy laden, and I will give you reſt.” This is 
ſurely the maſt endearing teſtimony of divine love: 
It is ſtript of every thing that might diſcourage the 
afflicted conſcience, expreſſive of the moſt hearty 
welcome, and full of the ſtrongeſt conſolation, Such 
A manifeſtation of divine mercy opens a door of hope 
; A * | for 
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for the moſt deſperate, the moſt abandoned finners, 
Nothing can be ſo ſuited to their wretched ſtate, if, 
ſenſible of their crimes, they are brought to melt 
with deep contrition for the enormities of a vicious 
profligate life, and the ſad depravity of a corrupted 
nature. Their fins, however aggravated, are as no- 
thing before this great ZERUBBABEL, this aLMIGHTY 
Saviouk—they muſt flee at his preſence—they ſhall 
become a plain—and leave the wondering ſoul de- 
lighted with the PROS proſpect of aſſured happi- 
neſs. 


* 
| 
| 


originates in himſelf, When he undertook to pay the 
debt of ſinners, he became their ſurety ; and as he 
left no claim unſatisfied, he anſwered all the de- 

mands of law and juſtice ; he cancelled the hand- 
writing which ſtood out againſt them, and brought 


In an everlaſting righteouſneſs for their com plete ſal- 
vation. 


| BY oon dear IMMANUEL will appear ſtill more lovely, 
a when we conſider, that he not only frees from the 
condemnation, but alſo from the power and guilt of 

fin, A privilege this, we ought highly to eſteem, 

© and ever ardently deſire to experience. The ſenſible 
3 poſſeſſors of a bleſſing ſo invaluable, enjoy a plea- 
ſure which would beggar all deſcription. Perhaps 
Vour preſent trials lead you to deſpair of ever ſharing 
- this diſtinguiſhing R but I muſt inform you, 
that 


"His right of Apenfing ft ſuch invaluable Vleflng: 


F 97] 


that fears, ariſing from ſuch a conſideration, are in- | 


tirely groundleſs. At preſent your hopes. of heaven 
may appear clouded, yet I think you have reaſon to 
rejoice, ſince the Lord hath promiſed that he will not 
« deſpiſe the day of ſmall things, nor break the 
c bruiſed reed.” How expreſſive this of the tender- 
neſs of Chriſt !—he who hath promiſed to uphold his 
tempted mourners with the right hand of his righ- 
teouſneſs—that great PHyYs1CIan, who binds up the 
broken hearted, and who heals the wounded conſci- 
ence by applying the BALM of GiLEAD—His PRE» 
cioUs BLUOD Why, then, ſhould you bediſcourag- 
ed ? Will the Lord extinguiſh the lame which he hath 
kindled? No; * he will not quench the ſmoaking 
« flax; but will ſupply it with the oil of grace, 


and, by the ſweet influences of his eternal Spirit, 


ou the latent 2 into a flame of divine love. 


TuESsE e words FAR applicable to the 
preſent feelings of your heart, They are truly de- 
ſ{criptive of the ſmall beginnings of his grace upon 
the ſoul, and a ftriking repreſentation of the ſtruggles 
it experiences when tempted and buffeted, but not 
utterly caſt down. ä 


Now, my dear friend, ſince I have the ſtrongeſt 


reaſon to believe the Lord hath, in much mercy, 


viſited your poor ſoul, I am confident, © that he who 
« hath begun a good work in you will perform it 


„ until Ge day of _"_—_ Chriſt.“ He 1 is a Rock, and 


his 
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kis work is perfet—his grace is the ſfure—the happy 
earneſt of future glory—and in. thoſe, where it is 
found, it remaineth as a well of water ſpringing up 
into everlaſting lie. 


KnowinG we have ſuch a kind, gracious, and 
ALMIGHTY SAVIOUR, let me beſeech you to turn to 
him the ftronghold. His promiſes are firmer than the 
rocks—He is ſtrong in his divine love His promiſes 
are like himſelf, immutable— He is a friend to the 


_ diftreſſed—a ſupply to the 'needy—a deliverer to the 


captive—and a covert from-'the ſtorm of divine 
wrath. To the poor trembling ſoul, this muſt be 
matter of great joy ; nor will it appear ſtrange, when 
we conſider, that by him they are delivered from the 
pollutions of an enſnaring world, the terrors of 
a guilty conſcience, the curſes of a broken law, and 
that eternal puniſhment which is the juſt reward of all 
their fin. If ſuch is the finner's privilege, flee to this 
Jesvs, this city of refuge, thou yx150NER of nope! 


Say, what makes you hefitate—why let ſuſpenſe engroſs 
one moment of your time ?—All things are now. 


ready—he lands ready to receive; and will moſt aſ- 
ſuredly embrace you in the arms of. forgiving mercy, 
By the word of his grace he cries to thirſty ſinners, 
* Ho! every one who thirſteth, come to the waters 
« of life.” Come and drink of theſe refreſhing— 
theſe cooling ſtreams ; they will allay the ſpiritual 
thirſt of every returning ſoul, and make the. barren 
wilderneſs a ſtanding pool.“ Should you ſay, I have 

nothing 


fn) 
nothing to bring, which can entitle me to a ſhare 1 in 
this bleſſed offer; I moſt readily reply, Then to you it 
comes freely, for it is made to them, ** who have no 
„ money; nothing whereby they expect to purchaſe 
the divine favor, and to make reconciliation with of- 
fended juſtice. Are you then among this happy num- 
ber? if fo, come and buy wine and milk, without 
„money and without price.” Spiritual poverty is 
the greateſt riches.—O precious gem !—how ſeldom 
ſeen !—how ſeldom ſought !—how ſeldom found! 
My dear friend, the language of your heart ' ſpeaks 
poverty of ſoul ; and, while I feel for your diftreſs, I 
would direct you to Chriſt with whom there is durable 
riches and righteouſneſs for evermore. Would you 


wiſh to be reconciled to an offended God? Turn to 


him through the mediation of a Saviour's blood, 
« and he will have mercy upon you—he will abun- 
4% dantly pardon.” Go to him juſt as you are 
poor, blind, miſerable, and naked ;—he will cloath 
you with the garments of ſalvation—he will adorn 
you with the graces of his eternal Spirit, and, in his 
own due time, make you a fit gueſt for the mmi 
ſupper of the LAMB. | 

In oppoſition to the free offers of divine grace, ar- 
gue not the blackneſs of your crimes. A conſideration 
ſo diſhonorable preſcribes bounds to OuniroTENCE, 
arraigns his wiſdom, and diſputes the ſincerity of for- 
giving mercy. Your thinking pardon cannot be ex- 
tended to a wretch ſo vile, muſt not be permitted, 
Es LI | ſinee 
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fince the Lord, in tender compaſſion. to 'FY fouls 


hath declared, © My thoughts are not as your thoughts, 
cc nor my ways as your ways,” For the truth of this, 


appeal to your experience—you are now thinking of 


nothing but wrath, tribulation, anguiſh, and deſpair, 
when the thoughts of God are filled vin Joy! and 
ek. "TEE un in 7 5 = : 


' Fanngr me here to aeg you to ** Davids 


Hear him, in the language of admiring, exultation, 


crying, How precious are thy thoughts: unto me, 
% © God!” His ſoul, overwhelmed: with à ſenſe of 
divine love, proſtrates itſelf before the Lord, and cries, 
in the ſubmiſſive ſtrains of humble penitence, 55 Search 
me, O God, try my thoughts, ſee if there be any. 
& wicked way in me, and lead me in the way ever- 
4 laſting.” The pathetic language of his heart ſeems 
expreſſive of that humility, which, in numberleſe 
anſtances, is peculiar to himſelf, He ſeems to have a 
deep ſenſe of the holineſs of that od who is of 
purer eyes than to behold i 1n1quity ;? yet the con- 
viction of this doth not lead him to deſpair, but, on 
the contrary, to exult in his goodneſs, and in the 
views he had of future glory. David, who now appears 


happy in the proſpect of eternity, had, no doubt, like 


you, formerly experienced. much darkneſs of ſoul : 

And, unleſs it can be proved, that pardoning grace 
Is not as free for you as it was for him, your doubts 
muſt remain, as they really are, vain and groundleſs. 
As to the degree of his affliction before converſion, we 


need 
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„ 
need ſay nothing; it is ſufficient for your encourage- 
ment, that, though now a favorite of heaven, he was 
once a ſtranger to himſelf and to the ways of God. In 
this ſituation. are all the progeny of Adam. The 
Lord ſees them from afar—wandering in the paths of 
iniquity—wallowing in ſenſual pleaſures—and graſp- 
ing at the painted bubbles of an enſnaring world — 
Their time is ſpent in the purſuit of ſhadows—their 
affections are placed upon objects, which, when en- 
joyed, afford no ſubſtantial happineſs —In a word, 
the whole world ſeem bufied in the purſuit of that 
deſtruction, which thouſands never think of till 
brought into miſerable experience. e 


WII the objects of diſcriminating grace are 
thus wandering far from their HeaventyY Far HER, 
he views them with unſpeakable eompaſſion, and 
ſweetly draws them to himſelf with the cords of his 
attracting love, I might here aſk, who are they whom 
the Lord thus brings to the knowledge of himſelf ? 
Are ſuch the peculiar objects of his grace, who, reſt- 
ing in a form of lifeleſs duties, think they ſtand in 
need of nothing ? —— No, the pivine REDEEZNEA 
ſaith, © Publicans and harlots enter into the kingdom 
* of heaven ſooner than they.“ This is abundantly 
manifeſted where he elſewhere declares, '*« I came 
«© not to call the righteous, as the Phariſees imagined 

i they were, but ſinners to repentance.” While, we 
thankfully adore ſuch infinite condefcenfion, we are 
led to admire the NY and ſtrength of the apoſtle's 

words, 


_ 
EIS 4A; + he a 3 IE A e f . — — — — 
n d 0 5 N 2 N i _ > ez 2". — — er * 2. — 2 
„ 3} 5 4 = 3 7 —- — 2 2 28 * FIT XII - — 3 2 - E 1 e 1 — 27 e 3 — er 0e Y ET 2 —— 
3 1 1 3 2 . c: * YE, > 7 1 a, 5 ; wo way vo — - " > * -4 > ye - — p 4 2 — mow — — 
TOS. F We en Reva Y c - . 1 — — 
-. 4 — - i Fo — . _ D 7 r 
— 3 2 s SD ee 5386 L - _. £2249 : N - MOSES —_ . Z — ; Lin Ew». — 2 mand, x: — 5 —— — , 
e — — * 
— * 5 * * q a . 2 2 +. - - 4 
2 * a 7 bs P 2 "I ” * 32220 — — +. 2 — — —— 82 . — 4 — 1 
- th : þ _ 22 — 4+ ue + r 1 8 ” — = — 5 » 7 — 
* F . PRICED => rar. 1 . r ny ns ET 2 * a - — — — A jo —— — hci 
e — 5 — — 2 


"ge Pr 2 
r 


4 
: 
Fg 
4 
9 
11 
' 
14 
iP 
11 
» , 
_ 
b l 
. Iz 
. 
11 
. 
1 


Pale Bu A Ate PE: 


— rot 


* 


Tar) 


words, when, in confirmation of this precious truth, 


he declares it to * be a faithful ſaying and worthy 
« of all acceptation, that CHRISTH I Es us came into 
% the world to ſave s1nntRs9, of who.n,” he immedi- 


ately adds, IAM CHIEF,” 


p 
f 


KnowlNnG, then; that there 1s ſuch a great and 


mighty Redeemer, return unto the Lord thy God, 


«« for thou haſt fallen by thine iniquity ; thou haſt 


, deftroyed thyſelf ; but in me is thy help found,” 
_ faith the Lord. To whom, then, ſhould you carry 
your. complaints. if not to the Father of mercies ? 


there is none elſe to deliver, and beſides come 21 is 
no Saviour. | 

Now, my friend, let not the number of your fins, 
by any means, diſtreſs you: lt is a faithful ſaying, 
« and worthy all acceptation, that the dear a 
* came into the world to ſave ſinners,” 


Wrzx the woman came to Chriſt in the days of 
his humiliation, we find no mention of the number of 


her fins, but the anſwer given to the Phariſee, who 


brought them as an objection, is, Her s1Ns$, which 


% are MANY, are FORGIVEN.” As, on the ſinner's 
part, no worthineſs can move God to the exerciſe of 
ſuch matchleſs grace, ſo no demerit can, of itſelf, 
- fruſtrate the riches of divine love. Salvation is from the 
Lord: it is the effect of his own good pleaſure ; and 

no other reaſan can be given but this, that the whole 


« © might 
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« might redound to the praiſe of the glory of his 
grace. This makes it free indeed free for every 
ſoul, whoſe ſpiritual thirſt leads it to pant after that 
water, which, where- ever found, is as a well ſpringing 
up into everlaſting life. To ſuch, * the Spirit and 


« the Bride ſay, come; and let him that is a TRIAS T 


« come.z and WHOSOEVER WILL, let him take of 
6 the: water of life FREELY,” 
Coviy you enumerate a N of che blackeft 
crimes, even ſuch as are ſhocking to human natare, 
they would appear as nothing before the BLOOD of 
Jzsus. In it there is virtue and efficacy ſufficient to 
cleanſe the filthy ſoul, and make it white as ſnow. 
To a truth ſo animating, the bleſſed apoſtle bears the 
ſtrongeſt teſtimony, He, putting his Corinthian bre- 
thren in mind of what they formerly were; enumerates 
thoſe deeds which had made ſome of them, deſervedly, 
the reproach of men. In doing this, he ſays. . Neither 
« fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effemi- 
© nate, nor abuſers of themſelves with mankind, nor 
„ thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, 
nor extortioners, ſhall inherit the kingdom of God.“ 
Had the apoſtle ſtopt here, we muſt have been com- 
pletely miſerable indeed; but, for our comfort, we 
find many of theſe were Sons of God by adoption and 
grace: and therefqre he immediately adds, Such 
were ſome of you, but ye are waſhed, but ye are ſane- 
« tified, but ye are juſtified in the name of the Lord 
Jeſus, and by the Spirit of our God.” | 
"49 | O row 


„ 
„ . 
_ EET 2 rr — < he” art mretnevemee inet — + = — 4 
6 ys 7 8 7 * Y TS Dh HT Na 75 N n 3 rr r rs * — 
- : - = d "I 2 a BT 4 Ct har 8 2 F * . — 8 — — 
8 2 yon 3 — — . — N - ror nn — N. 2 — — — 0 — 
— : _s . < — . rr Tr 5 1 — — — — — — 
_ - e Rr * * _— — c . I Os, er Rte n 0 = 2 4 py 
8 * 8 _ _ 1 * - ö ** 6 > 8 > i Fs - 
5 8 —— — T's = = Poa ads; . t ) Sol * A * — — 8 : *. . IV: ** r EP: p 8 
— : __ — — — — * — 2 N W CEOS ——— * 1 X * 
U . 22 4 = -De* 71 — — - — : a2 Pay — 4 — — LAS 2 . * 3 > 
, - — — — 6 > 25 — — wales * * — — — — — — * * FM - 2 —_— 
dal. — 12„ 2 . 1 it — e * diabetes — es cuomooes P 8 — — » +. - * « — <a Smoot Cot * TOS 4.7 A # 
4 


. * n 
err - 7 . 
3 
-— 2 —— 2 — " 
0 -4h — wy 
— er 
$ Aadays ko SS TE — 
— "a. _— ay. 7 


0 now We is the love, grace, and mercy of E 
God i We have here repreſented to us, ſinners guilty of 7 
the fouleſt crimes ; yet their filthy ſouls, being waſhed 
in the BLooOD' of CRRISTr, were made meet for the 
heavenly inheritance. Surely this muſt conſtrain us 
to cry: with aſtoniſhment and wonder, O the depth 
of the riches both of the wiſdom and knowledge of 
4% God ! how unſearchable are his gent, and 
4 his ways paſt Oy dey” | | 


My friend, ſoving we kings ſuch a diſplay of 3 
leſs mercy, ſeek not to fruſtrate the free offers of par- 
doning grace. Would you accept ſalvation upon goſ- 
pel terms? go juſt as you are; take all your ſins, all 
your guilt, and confeſs them upon the head cf C AIS 
wo is a ſin-bearing Sa vioux, and he will carry them 
into a land of forgetfulneſs, where they ſhall be re- 
membered no more for ever. Can you imagine he 
will not receive you as a welcome gueſt ?—if ſo, at- 
tend to the endearing teſtimony of his -own' words, 
« He who cometh ' unto me, I will in no wiſe 
„ caſt out.” But what may appear ſtill more en- 
- coyraging to ſouls who flee to Chriſt, is, the ſafety of 
their ſtate, and the certainty of their ſalvation. I will, 
«© ſaith the compaſſionate Redeemer, give unto them 
<« eternal life; and they ſhall never periſh, neither 

« ſhall y man pluck them out of my hand.“ 


hs. my filers; this is a which- can never 
be denied—which can never be fruſtrated. All the 
works 


1 


wethd of nature ſhall diſſolve—yea, they ſhall ceperiſh, | 


« but the” word of God remaineth ſure, and his 
« truth to all generations.“ Reſting in a comfortable 
aſſurance of this, I would intreat you not to doubt 


the love of Chriſt, nor to diſpute the mercy of God, 


as revealed for the pardon of rebellious ſinners. - O, 
my doubting friend, reje& the thought as highly 
diſkonorable of God. If you find the rifings of hope, 
damped by the prevalence of unbelief, pray to him 
for that FayTH which will enable you to give credit 
to the teſtimony of his word, and which in due time 
will bring you off more than conqueror. He hath 
promiſed ** to regard the prayers of the deſtitute,” 
therefore put him in remembrance of your wants, 
leſt he ſhould complain, and ſay, as he did of Iſrael 
of old., Thou haſt not called upon me thou haſt 
« been weary of me, and haſt not honored me Na 
« thy: ſacrifices,” | 

Youth elan there can be no mercy for ſo vile 
a wretch, argues a want of the knowledge of God, 
and the way he hath appointed for the ſalvation of 
ſinners; It is certain, a juſt ſenſe of your own un- 
worthineſs ought to be a matter of deep humiliation. 
But, however diſtreſſing the conſideration may appear, 
it muſt not be permitted to ſtand in the way of com- 
fort. The teſtimony of God ſpeaks louder than all 
the accuſations of a guilty conſcience; and, there- 
fore, you muſt have recourſe to that, as it is recorded 
for the ſupport and comfort of all, who, in a right 

. way, 
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way, ſeek his reconciled countenance. If you ſearch 
into the cauſe of your diſtreſs, you will find it ariſes, 
not from a conſideration of God's being unwilling to 
pardon, but from a ſenſe of your having nothing 
which may recommend you to his favor. This 
keeps you in bondage, and renders your taking 
encouragement from God's word altogether im- 
practicable. Knowing this to be the ground of all 
your fears, I think it neceſſary to be as explicit, in 
this particular, as the nature of my communication 
may allow. 


- In the execution of my Schon, I muſt inform you, 
that there is nothing you have done, are doing, or 
may do“, that can entitle you to the good pleaſure of 
God. Suppoſe a character, in whom is' found all 
the moral excellency that has appeared fince the fall 
of Adam; and, on the other hand, one in whom is 
found all the moral evil committed ſince that fatal 
period, and you will find, before God, they ftand 
upon a perfect level; the accumulated virtue of the 
former, if brought as that which might render him 
acceptable to God, would avail him nothing 3. nay, 


<-with a witneſs it matters . not what you 20; you may live as you 
like. So they maywho are chriſtians indeed! But I muſt ſtop 


and that is, „ rather to ſuffer afflictions with the people of God, 
than to enjoy the pleaſures of fin for a ſeaſon. 


It 


Should the above words come e under the ie dien of ſome - 
e Ax MINIAN, he will no doubt cry, Here is Antinomianiſm 


the intruder's mouth, by telling him, that what-they.like they chuſe, 


* W® If COT x. % h Bl 


I i J 
it would be everlaſtingly rejected, and dente a 
thing of hought. 5 81 501 75 


Mon Al. rectitude is what we ought to admire, 
duly eſteem, and ſtudjouſly endeavour to enſorce and 
cultivate. A want of this leaves the man upon a 
level with the brute, renders his eternal happineſs im- 
poſſible, and his condemnation abſolutely neceſſary. 
That actions are praiſe worthy in the fight of men, is 
juſt ; but that they cannot be acceptable to God, 
when preſented as a {aviour either in whole or in 
part, is a truth we muſt ever hold inviolable. This 
grand truth, and this only, levels all human diſtine- 
tions, exalts the riches of soVBEREION eckAct,' and 
effectually ſecures all the glory of dannn to our 


divine IMMANUEL. 


Good works, it is certain; ſo far as they reſpect 
ſociety, or the welfare of individuals, are to be va- 
laed and eſteemed, But if they are to prove ſer- 
viceable to the ſoul, and curioſity ſhould prompt us 
to ſearch this particular more cloſely, we muſt deſcend 
into the gloomy manſions of thoſe who are baniſhed 
from the preſence of God, to ſuſfer the OI of 
eternal fire. 


As we are aſfured there are ae of ib 
we may ſafely affirm, that they will ſuffer moſt who 
have given a looſe to their unruly appetites, and ag- 
gravated their condemnation by ſinning againſt the 
. conviions 
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convittions of conſcience, and the light of nature, 
We muſt be conſtrained to acknowledge ſuch a pro. 
cedure perfectly conſiſtent with all the attributes of 
God. It is his revealed will, yea, he hath determined 
to . bring every ſecret thought into judgment,” and, 
in the exerciſe of juſtice, to << render unto every man 


6 acconling to his works,” 


"Tu AT good works, as generally underſtood. to in- 
clude all moral duties, muſt have no place in the 
matter of our ſalvation, I have already aſſerted. But as 
this amounts to no proof, I will endeavour to eſ- 


rabliſh fry comfortable a truth, by the authority of 


oxE whoſe veracity cannot be e. without the 
higheſt impiety. 


Wr muſt remember CHRIST ALONE is the author 
and finiſher of ſalvation. Nothing done by men or 
angels can add thereto, for us is a Rock, and his 
<<, work is PERFECT.” The work of REDEMPTION 
was afligned him in the everlaſting covenant, it was 


what he then took upon himſelf, and what he came to 
fulfil in the ſtate of his humiliation. This he com- 


pleated by an unſinning obedience, which had its full 


- accompliſhment, when, in the agonies of death, he 


cried, IT Is FINISHED. As he had no co-partner, 
no aſſiſtant in the ſtupendous undertaking, he mult be 


a COMPLETE SAVIOUR, ** His own arm, faith 


<« the prophetic writer, hath gotten him the vic- 


8 wa therefore we are not to ſuppoſe he will 


give 


la] 


WI 


= "C8 
give his glory to the work of man. He then who 
« glorieth muſt glory onLy in the Lok p:“ If we 
« are ſaved, ſay the -oracles of truth, it is not by 
« works of righteouſneſs which we have done, but 
% according to his mercy he ſaveth us, THROUGH 
the redemption that is in Chrift Jeſus,” This is 
done according to the good will and pleaſure of our 
God. It is « by oA, through faith, and even 
© THAT not of ourſelves—it is the gift of God.” 
The bleſſed apoſtle, who labored to eftabliſh the 
truths of his divine maſter, ſeems tenacious of this ; 
and, as he knew it to be a moſt eſſential point, he 
adds, * not of works, leſt any man ſhould boaſt, '” 
and ſay, with Iſrael of old, Mine own hand hath 
“ ſaved me.” The Lord, in ſaving ſinners, acts 
as a Sovereign, and in a way of juſtice. He 
calls them to the knowledge and enjoyment of 
himſelf „with a holy calling; not according to 
# their works, but according to his purpoſe and 
% grace, which was given them in Chriſt Jeſus before 
*« the world began.” The apoſtle calls this wonder-. 
ful tranſaction. the ELECTION OF GRACE : and if 
« by @RACE, he adds, then it is no more of works, | 
« otherwiſe GRACE is no more GRACE ; but if, con- 
« tinues he, it be of works, it is no more GRACE, 
« otherwiſe work is no more work.“ Aſter a teſtimony 
ſo clear, we cannot doubt the truth which the apoſtle 
labors to eſtabliſh, therefore we may ſafely conclude 
with him, „that a man is juſtified by faith, WITH= .* 
« 0UT the deeds of the law,” That gocd works 
B 3 can 
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can have no place in the matter af our ſalvation, is a 
truth not moxe agreeable to ſcripture than to the dic. 
tates of reaſon and reflection. A few Nu. will 
make this very evident. 


As good works have no value or merit in them- 
ſelves, they can avail us nothing before God. The 
beſt performances of the moſt holy men are full of 
imperfection, and entirely deſtitute of every thing 
that might render them meritorious. If ſo, they can 
have no weight or influence in the matter of our al. 
vation, for with ſuch ſacrifices God is xor well pleaſ- 
ed. We ſhould further remember, that if we mean 
to obtain any thing in a way of merit, our ſervices 
muſt not be dye to him, of whom we expect a reward 
equivalent to our fidelity. But it is not fo with the 
MOST HIGH Gop and ſinful creatures, who are the 
workmanſhip of his own hand. He is not only our 
creator, preſeryer, and benefactor, but that God and 
Father on whom we are ever dependent for the ſmalleſt 


favor, We are infinite debtors to his mercy for every 


thing we enjoy, whether temporal or ſpiritual — we 
are unworthty of his goodneſs altogether. His law, 
which 1s holy, juſt, and good, we have violated, even 
from our birth; and by reaſon of fin we are rendered 
incapable of anſwering the leaſt of its requirements, 

It. may alſo be obſerved, that our incapacity doth not 
render us inexcuſable. If we by fin have loſt our 
wer to 01 ey, God hath not loſt his right to com- 
Fane! univerſal gpecience, His precepts, which are 
3 | the 
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not ſufficient for theſe things. 2 


(33-4 
the ſtandard of perfection, cannot on that account 
diſpenſe with a partial obſervance ;' nay,” could we 
perfectly fulfil all his commandments, we ſhould do 
nothing more.than what our exiſtence conſtituted our 
duty. After a life, the moſt devoted to moral and 
religious duties, after a tender of the moſt ſpiri- 


tual ſacrifices we are capable of offering, it muſt be 


the language of our hearts, ater having done all, 
Lord, we are but unprofitable ſervants.” 


FURTHER, Our works, if meritorious, muſt ſome 


way or other be ſerviceable to God. But can a man 


4e be profitable to God, as he who is wiſe may be pro- 
<« fitable to himſelf ? Is it any epLEASURE to the AL- 
«© MIGHTY that thou art x16HTEOUs? or is it any 
« GAIN to him that thou makeſt thyſelf perfect? If thou 
cc be RIGHTEOUS, What GIVEST thou him, or what 
«© RECEIVETH he of thine hands? Thy wickedneſs may 
hurt a man as thou art, and thy righteouſneſs may 
«© PROFIT the so of Man.” That depravity which is 
natural to us, is ſo powerful in its nature, and ſo uni- 
verſal in its influence, that we are not, as of our- 
ſelves, ſufficient even to think a good thought, much 
Jeſs to do any thing which might recommend us to 


the favor of God. It would therefore appear more 
becoming worms of the earth to ſay, with the apoſtle, 


„By the ACE of Gop we are what we are; and 
not by the good works which we have done, who are 
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To hear men, living in the practice of ſin, plead 
for the merit of good works, is very common. To 


ſuch we can ſay but little. With them, ſcripture autho- 


rity ſeems to have loſt its credit; and to offer argu- 
ments deduced from reaſon only, would be abſurd, 
ſeeing a condu ſo ſingular ſpeaks them deſtitute of 
that rational principle, But as entire ſilence might 
be deemed a mark of contempt, we muſt, for the ſake 
of ſuch, recommend to their conſideration the advice 


of one who wiſely obſerved, that even a fool, 


« when he holdeth his peace, is counted wiſe ; and 


4c he who ſhutteth his lips, i is counted a man of under- 
41 ſanding. 5 


* ©” 


Tus conduct, however inconſiſtent in the openly 


profane, is not leſs ſo in thoſe who are more decent 
in their moral character. 


Trar good works cannot be profitable to God, 
nor ſerviceable to the creature in the matter of ſalva- 
tion, is a truth which muſt be extended to all orders 
and degrees of men, without reſpe& to perſons, The 
chriſtian, being regenerated by the grace of God, 


and enabled to act from principles widely different 


from others, cannot claim an exception; nay, it will 


be the language of his heart, My ory DO 
RY / Lord, 9 not unto thee,”  —- 
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Axor hes reaſon why good works cannot be me- 
ritorious, is the vaſt diſproportion there is between 
them, and that ſalvation they are ſaid to reſpect. 
Can the beſt ſervices of a creature ſo polluted by 
fin, as to be nothing but putrifying ſores, be 
brought into compariſon with the debt he owes his 
Mak ER, or with that conſummate happineſs, which, 
in its duration, is eternal? No; it is impoſſible z no- 
thing ſhort of an obedience, infinite in perfection, and 
eternal in its exiſtence, can afford a well-grounded hope 

of eternal life, or bring the ſoul into the enjoyment of 
that pleaſure which floweth at God's right hand for 
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evermore. 


As I 1 endeavoured to prove ade good works 
have nothing to do in the matter of ſalvation, I think 
it right to ſhew, that while we reject tbem in the grand 

article of juſtification, or as having any influence in 
our ſalvation ; yet we form a proper eſtimate of 
their excellency, as they affect the welfare of ſociety, 
or the glory of God. We muſt then ſay, with the 
oracles of truth, that the ele& of God are choſen in 
Chriſt Jeſus, in the fulneſs of time, called according 
to his eternal purpoſe, and © juſtified ra EEL by His 
* GRACE, through the redemption that is in Jeſus. 
* Chriſt.” At the ſame time we mult aſſert, with 
the word of God, that all who have time and oppor- 
tunity are taught by the Holy Spirit“ to maintain 

good Works, knowing that a faith without works is 
dead.” 
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e dead.” It was a ſenſe of this which made the 
apoſtle Jamzs obſerve, when writing to the church 
of Chriſt, ** Was not our father Abraham juſtified by 
4% works“ when he offered up his Son Iſaac?“ As the 
inſpired writer knew the will of God, fo far as it re- 
ſpected the conduct of thoſe who in time are called by 
his grace, he diſpoſes his matter in the cloſeſt con- 
nection, well knowing there could be no ſaving faith 
without good works, where time and opportunity were 
given for the performance of them. This concluſion 
is natural, as we muſt always conſider them as the 
ſpontaneous fruit of TAT divine principle. By this 
we learn that AprarHan's FAITH was prior to that 
ſtriking proof of filial obedience, by which he is ſaid 
to be juſtified, and therefore neither the cauſe nor 
the matter of his juſtification. 


In examining another part of the ſame chapter, we 
find the apoftle ſetting forth the ſpirituality of God's 
law, he therefore tells us, that “ whoſoever ſhall keep 

„ the whole law, and yet offend in one point, is 
«© guilty. of all.” As Abraham then had, in num- 
berleſs inftances, broken this divine law, his works 
<ould not ſo juſtify him as to render him acceptable 


Some modern teachers, who labor to eſtabliſh juſtification by 
works, have for that purpoſe ſhamefully perverted the ſenſe of this 
paſſage. While we are ſenfible of their ingenuity, their blindneſs 


deſerves our pity, as we have reaſon to fear they wreſt the ſcriptures 
to their own deſtruction. 


to 


1 
to God, unleſs it can be proved that the apoſtle f in 


this paſſage hath ſpoken falſly. But we ſhall fine a 


beautiful conſiſtency in his reaſoning, if we conſider 
the whole chapter as it ſtands in connexion, Indeed 
the whole is ſo plain and eaſy to be diſcerned, that no 
ingenuous mind can miſtake his meaning, if an hum- 
ble enquirer after apoſtolic truth. The divine pen- 
man, by reciting the affecting ſtory of ABRanan and 


his beloved Is AAc, meant to ſhew, that by the vene- 
- Table Six E's obedience to the command of God was 


manifeſted the genuineneſs of his faith, both with 
reſpect to its principle and its degree of perfection. 
Under a circumſtance ſo ſingular, AxRA Hau might 
ſay to the boaſting Phariſee, Shew me thy faith 
* without thy works, if that be poſſible, which it is 
not, and will ſhew thee my rAlrnH by my works ;” 
which will prove thy profeſſion to be without honor, 


and juſtify the ſincerity of my heart before that Kg 
with whom we have to do. 


IT fs an article of che chriſſian's faith, that God, 


for the diſplay of his own power, ſovereiguty, and 


grace, doth ſometimes ſnatch many at the laſt hour, 


and it maybe in the lateſt moments, without any con- 


fideration of what they have been or what they then 
are; but thoſe whom he reſerves for an appointed 
time, he calls with an HoLY CALLING. © We are, 
4 ſaith the apoſtle, the workmanſhip of God, cre- 
<« ated in Chriſt Jeſus vx ro good works; and ſince 
he hath fore ordained that we ſhould walk in them, 

we 


—_— 125 — — 5 — — E —— 


n n i 
PIER 


* 
4 
1 
LS - 
; 
FE 
8 
4 FI 
3 
e 4 
t 
y 
4 
or 
y 
TJ 
43 
TY 
T2 
4 


— s A weeds: 


, 
— — . _ WE i x 
——ö—U—ä f —— —— — 2 —— —— — — 


. . 1 28 1 


we are not to imagine a point of ſuch importance ſb 


indeterminate as that _ breach of 1 it may be dif; en 


with. 


T o be delivered A the dis of a guilty 


world, to rejoice in the glorious liberty of the goſpel, 


and to have a conſcience void of offence towards 
Gop and Man, is what the heirs of glory eſteem 


their greateſt earthly comfort, and their higheſt tem- 
poral privilege. As they are made, through rich 


grace, heirs according to the hope of eternal life, they 
zealouſly contend and conftantly affirm, that they 


e who have believed in God ſhould be careful to 
„ maintain good works,” 
zeal doth not ariſe from an expectation of being juſ- 


tified by their obedience to the law, knowing that 
they are · juſtified FREELY by the grace of God:“ 
but it ſprings from an heart felt conviction that 
« theſe things are good -and profitable unto men.” 
The believer is taught how to diſtinguiſh between 
good works, which are the fruit of 'divine grace im- 
parted to the heart, and that by which he is to ob- 
tain forgiveneſs at the hand of God. As he finds 


no pleaſure in ſin, he abhors that which is evil.” 
He finds it his meat and his drink to do the will of 
him who hath made him a partaker of the grace of 
faith. He acts from a principle of pure, diſintereſted 


love; and though he knows his beſt works can be 
no part of his ſalvation, yet he is careful of theſe 
things, conſcious that thereby his heavenly Father, 
„„ "ao 


Such a well grounded 


© Aa yTz7w& = mo 


E 
who ſeeth in ſecret, is much glorified. Souls, actu- 
ated by a principle ſo ſpiritual in its nature, and ſo 
ſalutary in its effects, are truly ſenſible of the need 
there is for theſe things; they know that holineſs is 


what they are called to, and which, being exer- 
ciſed in, ſtands as one diſtinguiſhing mark of their 
being Iſraelites, in whom there is no guile. But in 


all this they are taught not to glory. Their beſt en- 
deavours, they conſtantly affirm, ariſe not from them- 
ſclves, but from Chriſt their head, who worketh in 
them both to will and to do.“ It is a feeling ſenſe 
of this which lays them in the duſt, which teaches 
them to glory i in the Lord their ſtrength, in whoſe 


name they rejoice all the day, and in whoſe a1 


+ TEOUSNESS ALONE they ſhall be everlaſtingly 
«« exalted.” If they ſee others running in the broad 
road which leadeth to deſtruction, their ſorrow is 
excited; while gratitude conſtrains. them to thank 
God, that they are not permitted to wallow in the 


mire of ſin, nor to run with them to the ſame exceſs - 


of riot. As this is what the new, man created in 
Chriſt Jeſus abhors, the language of regener ateſouls 
will be, Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord 
« Jeſus: Chriſt, who hath choſen us in him before 
« the foundation of the world, that we ſhould: be 
holy and without blame before him in love.“ This 
teaches them that they are not called becauſe they 
were holy, but that they might be ſo. All their 
obedience to the law of Chriſt is in conſequence of 
that unn life which they derive from him their, 
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head and repreſentative, in whom they live, move, and 
have their being. From him they receive a ſpiritual 
ſupply for all their wants; he ſtrengthens them in 
their chriſtian race, and it is a ſenſe of this which 
makes them agonize to keep in the way that leadeth 
to the kingdom of their heavenly Father. Thus, 
« forgetting thoſe things which are behind, they 
« reach forward to the things which are before, 
* and preſs toward the mark for the prize of their 
«© Hin calling of God in Chrift Jeſus.” All this 
they do © without murmuring, that they may be 
« blameleſs, the ſons of God, without rebuke, in 
<< the midſt of a crooked and perverſe generation 
„ among whom they ſhine as burning lights,” If 
you afk, ** Are all who pRorFEss the name of Chriſt 
« thus minded ?” they will tell you, even WEE P- 
« 1NG, that many are otherwiſe minded—they mind 
<« earthly things they fin that grace may abound— 
< they turn the grace of God into laſciviouſneſs— 
< trample upon the blood of the covenant—glory 
« in their ſhame, and are altogether enemies to the 
« croſs of Chriſt.” They will alſo tell you, theſe are 
they who cauſe the name of God to be blaſphemed,” 
and his ways to be evil ſpoken of; ſo that ſuch as 
are without become. preſumptuous, and are not 


«« afraid to ſpeak evil of the A whach Oy un- 


© e derfiand not.“ 


„ my friend, I have eddervorryd to  ſhew how 
inſufficient the obedience of man is to procure that 
ſalvation 
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LE 
ſalvation which can make us comfortable in life, joy- 
ful in death, and completely happy in a bliſsful 


ETERNITY, This truth, however oppoſed, ftands 


revealed clear as the ſun, when ſhining in his meri- 
dian ſplendor ; yet ſo blind is man, that he is ever 
found building all his hopes of bleſſedneſs upon this 
ſandy foundation. Thus Chriſt becomes a rock of 
OFFENCE, is deſpiſed and rejected; and the ſoul, 
going about to eſtabliſh a righteouſneſs of its own, 
will not. ſubmit to the righteouſneſs of him who 
ALONE.-Is able to ſave with an everlaſting ſalvation. 
Such is the prevalence of this dangerous error that 
it is univerſal. 


ALL men, be their characters in life what they may, 
while in a ſtate of nature, are ſeeking ſalvation by the 
deeds of the law, in oppoſition to that new and living 


way which God hath en for the ſalvation of 


ſinners. 


Ir we intend to ſearch into the reaſon of this me- 
lancholy truth, we muſt advert to the primæval ſtate 
of our unfortunate progenitors. When formed by the 
hand of God, they were created upright, had a na- 
ture free from the impurity of ſin, and were capable 
of abiding in the enjoyment of their KAPPY PARA- 
DISE. But alas! the trial of their filial obedience, 
through the art and ſubtlety of ſatan, was ſoon tranſ- 
formed into the moſt heinous act of rebellion. Their 


likenipg to the inſidious wiles of the tubtle adver- 
| g ſary, 


* 

4 
. 
. 
i I 
7 
. 
i 
* 
> 
o 


4 
9 
t 1 

x, 


* 
4 
* 4 
! 
is + 
* I 
| 
: W 
iN 
- 
+ 


1 


— cptiary, =>. 


n n — 1 
VIS 1 SF ls 
rr r 5 1 3 — 
1 2 > 3 $2 fe ome emer > <A CEMENTED "2 — a 
— — — — + —ͤ— — — A.” . 7 1 1 1 
6 — 2 RIES — - — — — Sm, Nani * > 
, 


1 


ſary, opened a door for the entrance of ſin, which 
ſoon evidenced itſelf by their actual tranſgreſſion. 
Thus their underſtandings were darkened, their af. 
fections depraved, and a want of original rectitude 
could not fail to render their beſt ſervices imperfect 
and inſufficient to ſecure that felicity which was for- 
merly annexed to their obedience. This offence was 
not only attended with a privation of preſent happi- 
neſs, but was likewiſe a forfeiture of every claim to 
future felicity. They ſtood as condemned criminals 
at the bar of God, without the leaſt excuſe ; and, by 
reaſon of their foul ingratitude, became obnoxious 


to that eternal puniſhment which was threatened in 


caſe of diſobedience to the precepts they had received. 


But the evil did not ſtop here. Our firſt parent 


ADpam ſtood as the head and repreſentative of the 
numerous poſterity that ſhould ſpring from his loins. 
The forfeiture of God's favor, which was his proper 
life, extended itſelf to all his natural deſcendants, 
In conſequence of their having a repreſentative being 
in him they fell, and became ſubject to the ſame con- 
demnation. Sin having defiled that purity of nature 
which he firſt enjoyed, the ſame polluted ſtream com- 
municated itſelf to all his offspring. Thus by a ſad 
reverſe of fate he becomes ſubject to the government 


of that adverſary, who, by the power of temptation, 


had ſtripped him of all his former happineſs. He 
forſook the ſtandard of his beneficent Creator, and 
became the willing ſubject of ſatan, the worſt of 
enemies. After his example, all his children chear- 
13% fully 
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fully obey che dictates of the FIN wth Lord, 
inſomuch that it is ſaid, they. “ are led captive by 
e the prince of the power of the air, the devil, 


6 whey. now worketh in the children of diſobedi- 
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Trar obedience which all men naturally yield to 


this deluding enemy, is conſtant and univerſal, All 
the powers and. faculties of ſoul and body are devoted 
to his ſervice, and his only. They are ſo far deceived, 


and ſo wilful in their rebellion, as. to ſpurn even at 


the author of their being ; yea, faith the apoſtle, 
« they are at enmity againſt God, not ſubjeRt to his 
« Jaw,” nor willing to ſubmit to the injunctions 
wh ch ought to regulate their moral conduct. To do 


| things ſpiritual, is what human nature cannot reach, 


Man is ſaid to have no knowledge of God, and if, lo, 
he cannot know himſelf ; yet in the midſt of abounding 


iniquity, as he expects to exiſt in a world ſeparate - 


from this, he betomes a candidate for eternal happi- 
neſs. Miſguided reaſon, having no lamp but that of 
nature, leads him in the paths of error, and, while a 
ſlave to ſin, feeds his expectations with an aſſurance of 
finding mercy ; imagination pictures a God compaſ- 
ſionate and kind, never ſuſpecting that his juſtice-i is 
inflexible where ſatisfaction is not made for the of⸗ 
fence committed. If he becomes at all ſerious, he 
purp>ſes an amendment of life, as moſt likely: to make 
God propitious. This he thinks, joined with the 
diſplays of God's mercy in "Chriſt, will compleatly 
C | ſave 
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ſave him, though it be at the eleventh hour. If con- 


ſcience does its work faithfully, he is more alarmed ; 


but when driven to the greateſt extremity, he is never 
brought to reje& righteous ſelf, until the ſpirit of 
God convince him that all his doings are but as 
« filthy rags.” The language of his heart, under 
the convictions which are natural to conſcience, is 
ſomething ſimilar to this, Wherewith ſhall I come 
* before the Lord, and bow myſelf before the high 


« God ? Shall I come before him with burnt offer- 


« ings and calves of a year old? Will the Lord be 
« pleaſed with thouſands of rams, or with ten thou- 
C ſands of rivers of oil?“ What! is there nothing 
that I can bring, which may appeaſe, his wrath, and 
entitle me to his righteous pleaſure ? If, to prove the 
fincerity of my heart, I oppoſe all the workings of 
natural affection, ſmother all the feelings of humanity, 
and devote my firſt-born for my tranſgreſſion, the 
fruit of my body for the ſin of my ſoul ?*” What 
will not this avail ? Thus he goes on, {till expect- 
ing falvation for ſomething done by himſelf, un- 


- mindful that, by reaſon of the imperfection of human 
merit, eternal happineſs, in that way, is rendered 


unattainable. But when the Srixir of Gos ſtrips 
him of all his acquirements, and ſhews him the ſpiritu- 
ality of the divine law, he then ſees himſelf as he 
really is, poor, wretched, miſerable, blind, and naked. 


His language is then changed; he now cries in the 


bitterneſs of his ſoul, What! will nothing that 
I can no entitle me to happipels ? If fo, how 
| | 40 then 
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« then can man be juſtified with God ? or how can 
% he be clean who is born of a woman? guch is the 
language of the troubled ſoul ;- and fuch, my friend, 
I know is the language of your heart: and while I am 
endeavouring to explain where that help is to be found, 


may Iſrael's God apply the comfort of it to Four ** 
diſconſolate _ 
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15 0 this, we 800 return to that once happy, 
but now mournful Eden, where our firſt parents for- 
feited their right and title to preſent and future jt 
bleſſedneſs. While we here ſorrow for their ſad apoſ- 0 
taſy, we cannot but rejoice to ſee a kind interpoſing 
hand of divine mercy outſtretched to relieve theit 
guilty ſouls, No fooner is their rebellion known, 
than a relief equal to their wants, though unexpected 
and undeſerved, is promiſed both for ſuppart and 
comfort the Seed of the woman ſhall bruiſe the 
« ſerpent's head.“ | | | 
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Tas promulgation of this act of R A0 was, it 
ſeems, the effect of everlaſting love. In the eter- 
; nal covenant of grace all things were provided 
| to effect this wondrous plan. The divine Re- 
deemer there offered himſelf as a wiLLING $UBST1- 
j. TurTz, moſt chearfully engaged on the behalf of a + 
5 guilty world, and undertook to reſtore to the forfeited - 
at favor of God all the many ſons he was appointed to 
_ bring to glory. To accomplith this, he muſt become 1 
n incarnate, aſſume the nature which had ſinned, that 3h 
C 2 In 


- © 4 — 
= 
n —ͤ 


* , 


\ 


— . hœũͥũ᷑ðäœẽů OE. LS 


1 


in it full reparation might be made to the demands of 
that law which required perfection in thoſe who were 


under its government. In an undertaking io worthy 
of a God, it was agreed that CHRIS the ALmicuty 


| | + Baa « ſhould make his ſoul an offering for ſin 


«© pour out his ſoul unto death be numbered * 
« the tranſgreſſors, and bear the fins of many.” 

This he kindly undertook on the behalf of poor ſin- 
ners; for which his eternal Father promiſed, that 
<« he ſhould ſee his ſeed, he ſhould prolong his days, 
«© he ſhould ſee of the travail of his ſoul and be ſatiſ- 
« fied, and the pleaſure of the Lord ſhould proſper 
& in his hands,” In conſequence of this, the com- 
paſſionate Saviour, looking to the joy that was ſet 


before him, ſaith, Lo, 1 come: In the volume of 


<< the book it is written of me. I delight to do thy will, 


«6 0 my God, yea, thy law i is within my en 


bo x the fulneſs of time this precious SAVIOUR was 
manifeſted in the fleſh, for the accompliſhing of this 
ſtupendous work. Being made, through the myſtery 


of his incarnation, both God and man in one Chriſt, 


he was properly qualified for ſo glorious an under- 


| 5 taking. The union of his diyine with the human 


nature, conſtituted one divine perſon; and while 
the aſſumption of our nature qualified him for ſuffer- 
ing, the virtue of his divine nature ſtamped an in- 
finite value upon all his undertakings. In his obe- 
dience to the law of God, he was without ſin; it 
received at his hands a ſatis faction commenſurate to 

| | FL 
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all its requirements. He, as the ſinner's ſubſlitute, 


wrought out a righteouſneſs, which, in oppoſition to 
the righteouſneſs of man, is called the giGcnTE- 
« ousNEss or Gop.” It is this, and this only, 
which renders them acceptable before his Father's 
throne. It way his righteous law which they had 
violated ; and had not CHRIST, by his obedience, 
ſufferings, anddeath, fulfilled its precepts, and borne 


its penalty, it muſt have conſigned them to bottom- - 


leſs perdition. But, thanks to our God, this is not 


the caſe—he in infinite mercy laid help upon oxs 
«© who was mighty to ſave,” and, if poflible, more 


ready to deliver, Thus, for our ſakes, the glorious 
REDEEMER * learned obedience by the things which 
he ſuffered ;** and as the dignity of his perſon 
joined infinity of perfection to all his Works, ““ he” 


„„ became the author of ETERNAL SALVATION 


* unto all them who obey . 1 
To this Saviour our mournful parents were di- 


reed for relief, after their wilful apoſtacy from the 


God and father of all their mercies. To ſet before 
them the nature, deſign, and end of his coming in 
the fleſh, proper means were appointed for that pur- 
poſe. The ſacrifices offered up to God under the 
Mofaic diſpenſation, had all a reference to this glo- 
rious Antitype: but by reaſon of the imperfection 
which was natural to them, they could anſwer no 
other purpoſe, than to direct the ſacrificer to this 


BLEeepinG Lawns, „ ſlain from the foundation of 


* the world.” The Jewiſh rites and ceremonies, 
C 3 though 
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though ſacred in their inſtitution, could notavail, 
becauſe the law made nothing perfect, but the 
- bringing in 2 better hope did—which hope is 
r.“ To him, the bleeding ſacrifice, the 
eye of faith ever looks for a ſupply of all its wants. 
From him is communicated every thing that can 
revive the drooping ſoul. In him are hid all the 
treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge—He is the 
fountain of life and comfort—he is peace to the 
troubled, and reſt to the weary—he is to all who ſeek 
him ſorrowing, their exceeding joy and great re- 
ward—he comforts them with the conſolations of 
his bleſſed Spirit, which are neither few nor ſmall— 
they are the lambs whom he carries in the arms of 
his mercy—whom he delights to dwell with, and to 
whom he whiſpers in the tendereſt love, „Son, 
e daughter, be of good cheer, thy ſins are forgiven.” 


*T'1s this that ſoothes the bitter pangs of grief, 
And yields the burden'd conſcience ſweet relief : 
O could my friend ſuch matchleſs love explore, 
Her trembling heart would diſbelieve no more, 

Her doubting breaſt would then with rapture move, 
And mourn the tenders of deſpiſed love. 


Now, my dear friend, let me intreat you once 
more to turn to this almighty—this loving Saviour. 
Him God hath' ſet forth to be a. propitiation, 
« through FarTH in his blood” —he hath decla- 
« red nis rightcouſneſs, for the remiſſion of ſins,” 


that 
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that in ſo going * he might be juſt, and the juſtifier 
of him who believeth in IEsUs.“ Since, then, 
with God * there is no reſpe& of perſons, Where 
is boaſting f It is excluded: By what law ? By 
« the law of works: nay ; but by the law cf faith” 
—becauſe the gift of God.” Were not this the 
caſe, fallen man might have whereof to glory, but 
not before God. He, in infinite wiſdom, hath pur- 
poſed to ſtain the pride of human glory, and to 
bring into contempt that which may appear ho- 
norable in the ſight of men: Were it otherwiſe, the 
moraliſt might glory in his doings, the wiſe man 
in his wiſdom, and the mighty in his ſtrength. As 
there is nothing done by man that can prove ſer- 
viceable to the ſoul in the matter of ſalvation, we 
muſt with the apoſtle conclude, * that a man is 
„ juſtified by FAITH without the deeds of the law.” 
A becoming ſenſe of this grand truth made the di- 
vine penman, in all his writings, labor to eſtabliſh 
it. He felt for the ſouls of men; and while he ſtudi- 
ed to preſerve the purity of the goſpel, he ſhewed the 
obſtinate their danger, and opened a door of hope 
for even the cate of finners. The law of, God, 
« faith he, hath concluded all under fin, ſo that 
cc every mouth muſt be ſtopped, and all the world be- 
* come guilty before God.” But for the comfort of 
thoſe who are enquiring what they muſt do to be 
ſaved, he directs them not to the deeds of the law, 
but to that righteouſneſs of God which is by rA 
in Jesus CHRIST unto ALL, and upon ALL them, 

C 4 who 
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who believe. It therefore matters not what they 


have been; for, continues he, there is no diffe- 
„ xoRes.” 


For your comfort, I muſt inform you, that Chriſt 
having finiſhed the work given him to do, he is now 


' before his Father's throne, pleading for his people, 


The ground of his interceſſion is founded upon his 
obedience, ſufferings, and death. As theſe have 
had their full accompliſhment, a claim is eſtabliſhed 
for the redemption of all his ſpiritual ſeed: they 
muſt therefore, in conſequence of that, be brought 
into the enjoyment of the purchaſed poſſeſſion. Sure- 
ly this muſt be matter of comfort to the trembling 
ſoul, fince, however weak in faith, its perſeverance 
is enſured, from one degree of grace to another, un- 


til it ſees the Gop of gods in Zion. 


From a conſideration ſo animating, the vileſt ſin- 
ners find a door of hope opened for their relief and 
comfort. The price of their ſins, how great ſoever, if 
they are the dear purchaſe of Eu MAN UEL's-B Loop, is 
already paid — not one remains uncancelled—unfor- 
given they ſhall have a free, a full, and an everlaſt- 
ing diſcharge from all the accuſations of a guilty con- 
ſcience, and the rigorous claims of an accuſing ad- 
verſary. The work and interceſſion of our precious 
and prevalent Advocate makes all the ſighs, groans, 


and petitions of a wEEPING Zion, now acceptable. 


* 
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Tater are all waſhed in the atoning blood of the 
Lamb. The impurity which cleaveth to them, is 
done away; and being offered upon CHRIST, THAT 
ALTAR which SANCTIFIES the gift, they become 
a ſweet · ſmelling ſavour unto our God. It was this 
which made the penitential tears of a weeping Mary 
precious in the fight of God. —It was this which 


made the heavy groans of an expiring thief more 


pleaſing than the pompous prayers of the boaſting 
Phariſee. The one, in the midſt of a ſplendid pro- 
feſſion, is left to periſſi; while the other, though a 
notorious malefactor, finds a welcome admiſſion into 
the kingdom of his heavenly Father. O my friend, 
methinks you will readily join with me in ſuppli- 
cating the ſame compaſſionate Redeemer, while the 
language of my heart is, 


O let his hope be al my truſt, 
The object of his faith be mine! 
Then ſhall my poor unworthy duſt, 
Like him, thy ranſom'd ſinner, ſhine. 


You preſent fears in ſorm me, how much you diſ—-— 
pute the love of God to poor ſinners. Your diſtreſs 


ariſes from a belief that his love is not extended to 


any object, but what, in ſome way or other, is more 


deſerving than yourſelf. Upon a ſuppoſition ſo 
unworthy of God, mercy and love can be extended 
to none —ſince none are worthy of his notice, or de- 
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ſerving of any thing at his hands but everlaſting de- 


ſtruction. For the clearing of this Point, 4 few hints 
may be neceſſary. | 


Word yon wiſh to know the origin, degree, and 
extent of God's love to ſinners; ſurvey that love, 


which from eternity ſubſiſted between Chriſt and his 
eternal Father. In doing this, we will attend to the 


divine REDEEMER, when, out of the fulneſs of his 


heart, he ſays, Father, thou loveſt me from be- 
« fore the foundation of the world.” With reſpect 
to the degree of this love, we cannot be at a loſs; 
it is infinite; it is a love of complacency—* He was 
« daily his delight, rejoicing always before him.” 


He was fet up from everlaſting, as a Saviour for his 


church —he was his ele, in whom his foul was 
e well-pleaſed.” Such is the love of God to ſin- 
ners, purchaſed by the precious Blood of Chrift. 

They were choſe in him from before the foundation 
of the world, and . loved with an everlaſting love.“ 

What! before the gift of regenerating grace? 
Yes, my friend, they were ever * precious in his 
«« fight.“ He is, and ever was, married unto them; 
they were always * his delight,” and nothing ſhall 
feparate them from it, as they will be the objects of 
his love and pleaſure through a bliſsful eternity. 
Methinks I hear you ſay, What! doth God love re- 
bellious ſinners with a love of complacency and de- 
fight? Yes, my Friend, there can be no change in 
the ALmicnTy—* He is not a man that he ſhould 


* change, but is the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and 


bor 


| 1 

« for ever.“ All his ſpiritual ſeed were loved with 
the- ſame love from eternity, that ſhall endure for 
evermore, He declares, © I am the Lord, I change 
« not:*” he is in one mind, and who can turn him? 
he is without variableneſs, or the leaſt ſhadow of 
turning. It is true, their ſins were always hateful 
to him, but their perſons as conſidered in Chriſt ne- 
ver were, but always loved with the ſame love, and 
ever will be. It was in conſequence of his love, that 
they were made ſons; and it is BECAusE they 
e are ſons, that he calls them by his grace.” The 
love of God appears wonderful in this, for he be- 
« ing rich in mercy, for the great love wherewith 
« he loved us, hath, WHILE s1NNERs, quickened 
« us together 1 Chriſt.“ 


Tus eternity of God's love to ſinners appears in 
his chuſing them in Chriſt—in making a covenant 
with him on their behalf—which in time 1s made 
manifeſt in his quickening them by his Spirit, in the 
donation of his grace, in all the diſpenſations of his 
Providence, and in cauſing all things to work toge- 
ther for their good. But we have a ſtronger proof 
than any yet given, for the ſupport of this comfort- 
able truth—TI mean, God's giving himſelf to them. 
In the everlaſting covenant, where all things were 
ſettled and determined, he then declared, I 
„ WILL be their God, and they sHALIL be my 
e people.” Here is love indeed, not that we 
* loved God, but that he loved us, and ſent 
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<« his Son to be the propitiation for our fins.” In con- 
ſequence of ſuch boundleſs, ſuch matchleſs love, he 
ſends the bleſſed Spirit, to bring them into a comfort- 
able belief of this precious truth. This he does for 
their ſupport and comfort, while, by the regenerating 
influences of his grace, he makes them meet for that 
heaven of bliſs which is prepared for the reception of 
their waiting ſouls, Should you be tempted to diſ- 
believe this exhilarating, this ſoul- -reviving truth, 

endeavour to repel the aſſault, by quoting the uner- 
ring teſtimony of God. The compaſſionate Rx- 
DEEMER prays to his eternal Father, that he and the 
_ children might be one ; and you may tell the Father 
of lyes, that Chriſt urges this reaſon for his impor- 
tunity, that the world may know that thou haſl 
% loved THEM as thou haſt loved ms.” 


SEEING, then, there is ſuch love and mercy for the 
poor, convinced, trembling ſinner, wherefore doſt 
thou doubt O thou of little faith—if the glorious 
day-ſpring from on high hath not yer Wiited your 
poor ſoul? Think not the time of love is paſt, A 
little more patience, and he that ſhall come will 
come, and will not tarry. Then “ fear not, thou 
« ſhalt not be aſhamed; neither be thou confound- 
% ed, for thy Maker is thine Hus Ax p, the Lord 
&« of hoſts is his name, and thy REDEEMER the holy 
« One of Iſrael. The Lord hath called thee, as a wo- 
* man forſaken and grieved in ſpirit,” yet fear not, 
it is but for a ſmall moment, we time is ſhort, 

the 
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B 
the Lord will be your peace your joy your hope _ 
« yea with everlaſting loving kindneſs will T have 
« mercy on thee, ſaith the Loxp thy Revere.” 
Then why ſayeſt thou, My way is hid ?—haſt 

„thou not known, haſt thou not heard, that the 

« everlaſting God, the Lord, the Creator of the 

« earth fainteth not, neither is he weary ? He giv- 

« eth power to the faint, and to them who have no 

“ might he increaſeth ſtrength ;? yea, he hath pro- 

miſed that they. . who wait upon him, ſhall renew 

e their ſtrength ; they ſhall mount up with wings 

\ « as eagles; they ſhall run and not be weary—they 
«© ſhall walk and not faint.” Say then, my diſcon- 
ſolate friend thou afflicted, toſſed with e 
« and not comforted, 


Why heaves thy breaſt, or why theſe boding fears, 
Whence all thoſe ſighs, or why theſe flowing tears; 
Why all this grief, and all that furrow'd care, 
Which drives Lavinia into black deſpair ? 
Dry up thy tears, and bid each fear ſubſide, 
To bear thy fins, thy God, thy Saviour Me 
Let then an exerciſe of faith ſubdue, 
Thoſe futile hints depraved nature dre; 
Diſpel thy doubts, and let experience prove. 
The balmy ſweets of Jeſu's dying love. © OT 
What though the boiſt'rous winds of trouble blow, 
And rolling waves of heart-felt ſorrows flow; 
Theſe ſtorms of grief ere long ſhall all ſubſide, 
And ſmiling peace in calm ſucceflion gilde. 
| Come 
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Come then. my friend, be of good chear, the 


« Holy One of Iſrael is thy Saviour. In a little 


« wrath he has hid his face from you, yet his kind- 
4 neſs ſhall not depart, neither ſhall the covenant of 
1c his peace be removed. O thou who art of a 
« fearful heart, be ſtrong, and fear not; for the 
« ranſomed of the Lord ſhall return, and come to 
« Zion with ſongs, and everlaſting joy upon their 
ce heads: they ſhall obtain joy and gladneſs, and 
« ſorrow and fighing ſhall flee away.” They will 
have abundant reaſon to fing indeed—they will fing 
the ſong of electing, redeeming, calling, juſtifying, 
pardoning, and perſevering grace. Theſe delightful 


themes will fill their ſouls with joy unſpeakable and 


full of glory. 

* a world. like this, they meet with much to 
trouble and perplex them, while travelling to the 
New JE RUsaL EN; but ere long they will paſs Jor- 
dan's river, and reach their defired haven, where 
they will ſtand freed from all their ſorrows, and live 
eternally ſecluded from all the prefling miſery of 
want. Here they ſuffer much both in body and ſoul ; 
but when landed on the eternal ſhore, their trials 
ſhall have an end.—They now are a poor and 
aſſſicted people, and their heavenly Father is pleal- 

ed to with-hold many earthly comforts from them; 
but then © they are choſen, rich in faith, and heirs of 
«an a everlaſting „ and when he has de 

them 
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them into the enjoyment of it, they will hunger and 
thirſt no more, for the Lamb, who is in the midſt of 
the throne, ſhall feed their ſouls, and lead them to 
fountains of living water. During their warfare 
here, they feel much pain and trouble ariſing from 
the natural infirmities of decaying nature: but at 
that happy period, ſoul and body ſhall be renewed— 
all the faculties ſhall be enlarged, and all their pow- 

ers invigorated with freſh ſtrength—They will then 
have no doubts, no fears, no diſtracting cares, to 
diſturb their peaceful ſouls; for they will ſpend an 
eternity of bleſſedneſs, free from pain, and every 
thing elſe that might imbitter their harmony of 
bliſs. They will have no more occaſica for forrow 
and fighing. They will be diveſted of a body of fin + 
and death—Unbelief will then loſe its power, and 
guilt ceaſe to torment ; while their happy ſouls, with- 
out an interval of pain, ſhall ſpend an eternal ſab- 
bath in ſinging the ſong of Moſes and the Lamh. 
Their. voices will happily unite in one delight- 
ful theme; and as nothing can moleſt their joy, 
there can be no diſcordant notes, no want of melcdy, 
but all muſt be perfect concord, harmony and ns. 


Tux xv are now deſpiſed and rejected. — they . 
in the eyes of men, as the refuſe and off - ſcouring of 
all things but then they will “ no more be termed 
45 forſaken,” for God, their everlaſting Father, 
4c will be with them to wipe away all tears from 
< their eyes,” —They will feel no more ſorrow— 
there 
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there will be no more crying, neither mall there be 
any more pain; for all theſe things ſhall be paſſed away. 
Theſe happy CONQUERORS will then rejoice over 


their vanquiſhed enemies, and fhout in ſongs of tri- 


umph, We are ber than conquERORs, through 
„% Hu that loved us.” In this life, they are abſent 
from the Lord, but then they will << ſee face to face, 
« and know even as alſo they are known,” —The 
eye of faith now views the glories of that celeſtial 
"caty through a glaſs darkly ;?” but, in the full 
fruition of their God, «© their eyes ſhall ſee the 
% K IN in all his beauty.“ They will exult before 
him in the rich diſplay of thoſe infinite perfections 
which now comfort them, and which will then ſup- 


port and animate their joy.— They will ſtand aſto- . 
niſhed at the breadth and length, the depth and 


height, of Chriſt's love; while they happily ex: 


perience the accompliſhment of his own prayer, 
4 F ather, I will, that they alſo, whom hab hat ; 


given me, be with me where I am, that they ma |; 
% behold my glory.” Indeed the pleaſing = 
of this glory, diſtant as it may ſeem, comforts and 


revives a MOURNING Z10Nn.—Paith holds falt che 1 
words of Chriſt; and, while travelling on together, | 
they comfort and rejoice each other in a mutual ; 


anticipation of that bleſſed time, when, fay they, 
4% we ſhall be like him,” and (' ſee him as he is,” 


Their felicity will not then be momentary and 185 
to a change, as now, but perpetual and without in: | 


termiſſion,—Could their hoppy ſouls look forwhrd 
to 
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to any period when their bliſs muſt have an end- 
ic would ſtrike a damp on all their joy, and mar 
their happineſs for ever, But a thought like this 
can never be—their bliſs will be unſpeakable, im- 
mutable, and eternal they will be the ſubjects of an 
„ EVERLASTING KINGDOM.“ — Their inheritance 
will be incorruptible—** they ſhall remain for ever 
« with the Lord, in whoſe preſence there 1s fulneſs 
« of joy, and at whoſe right hand there are pleaſures 
« for evermore,” | . 


O HAPPY ate! 3 the diſtant proſpect muſt 
chear my drooping friend, and diſſipate her gloomy 
fears — What then are all the momentary trials 
which now diſtreſs the ſoul, when compared to an 
eternity of bliſs? they are nothing—no degree of 
compariſon can be admitted. It is certain, a ſenſe of 
peſent miſery may render our ſtate very diſtreſſing ; ; 
hut the ſweet foretaſtes of that joy, which is after- 
wards to be revealed, are more than ſufficient to coun- 
 terbalarice all our preſent ſufferings. | Surely this 
muſt alleviate four ſorrow. It is true, thoſe eyes, 
now. drowned in penitential tears, have loſt their 
| brightneſs ; but when in that happy clime, they will 
ſitnEwith redoubled luſtre: chat breaſt, now tortured ' 
arid oppreſt with ſorrow, ſhall heave with rapturous 
joy ; that tongue, now ſpent with wailing accents, 
mall ng the wonders of redeeming grace; and eve- 

ry aſpiring note reſound, in lcuder ſtrains, the match- 
| 3 of a SAYIQUR's love! - 


Yours moſt affeclonetely. 
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SERIOUS ADDRESS, re. 


. Dearly Beloved in the Lord? 


OW unſpeakable are your mercies, if chriſtians 
indeed! The enjoyment of your preſent privi- 

leges muſt certainly teach you thankfully to adn.ire 
a divine Providence with the deepeſt humility and 
gratitude. Do you now rejoice in the light of God's 


reconciled countenance ?—If ſo, you are brought out 


of darkneſs, into the glorious light and liberty of the 
ſons of God. While ſtrangers to theſe bleſſings, 
many of you, it may be, were far advanced in life; 

others, warm in the purſuits of preſent happineſs, 
were treading tho gay circle of human life: both 
buſied in ſeeking after things which could have no 


other tendency than to pierce the ſoul with many 


ſorrows. But what a kind reverſe of fate each, un- 
deſervedly, experience!—The aged, once obſlinate 
in braving danger, convinced of their error, become 
importunate for ſparing merty.—The young, moved 
by an earlier diſplay of divine gcolneſs, reje& the 


_ vanities of life, and diligently ſeek for the enjoy- 


ment of thoſe pleaſures, which are ſpiritual . and. 


eternal, The importance of ET IAN IT Y hath ſtamp- 
1 7 ed 


„ 


ed ſerious impreſſions, where the moſt unbecoming 
levity triumphed without a Tusk of SHAME. 
This pleaſing change, once converted into godly ſor- 
row, will yield ſubſtantial joy, and work out a re- 
pentance for the happy ſoul never to be repented of. 
But alas! ſuch is the depravity of human nature, 
and ſuch the deceitfulneſs of ſin, that we are ſure of 
deceiving ourſelves in this matter, unleſs directed by 
the hand of unerring wiſdom. Hence it is we are 
commanded to ſearch, prove, try and examine, whe- 
ther our profeſſion of faith and experience be agree- 
able to the word of God. A work fo arduous, na- 
ture cannot like ; yea I feel, while writing, a back- 
wardneſs to this important, though much neglected 
duty. But are the dictates of reluctance to overcome 
the calls of neceſſity? No; I will therefore ſubmit to 


7 your candor a few remarks, which I moſt carneltly 
pi deſire to follow and experience. 


5 10 reflect, we have been ſeriouſly affected under 
0 the pleaſing ſound of the everlaſting goſpel, will not 
'* ſerve our purpoſe : nor will it ſuffice to ſay, we have 


TE: heard the word with i Joy — many have gone thus far, 
and, when too late, have found themſelves and all 


their hopes everlaſtingly diſappointed. It ſhould ra- 


1 - ther be the language of our ſouls Are we in re. 


Aality what we ſeem by prof:fion—Are we, by the 
© power of renovating grace, born again—Are we 
Boo * adopted into the favour and family of God—In a 
word, are we made partakers of that FaiTH which 
D 2 bringet 


0 $*..J 
© bringeth preſent and everlaſting ſalvaticn ?? If not, 
our profeſſion will be without honor, and our pre- 
tenſions, however ſplendid, falſe and deſtructive. 
«© But beloved, I am perſuaded better things of you, 
* and things that accompany ſalvation, though J 
te thus ſpeak.” It will not, however, be ſufficient 
to reſt in a belief of theſe things; it is our buſinefs 
to examine and fee whether they are ſo or not. I he 
bleſſed apoſtle informs us, they only ſhall be ſaved, 
who endure to the end; therefore to prove heaven 
and all its enjoyments ours, will require the duration 
of life, and the early dawning of a bliſsful eternity. 
But we are not on this account left to wander in the 
paths of uncertainty, as the tryal of our faith will 
always evidence its reality, and adminiſter conſola- 
tion in proportion to its degree of acting. An abiding 
ſenſe of this will urge us daily to ſearch cloſer and 
deeper into our experience. 'The ſtandard we are to 
try ourſelves by, is the word of God. We there find 
deſcribed the character and conduct of thoſe who are 
Iſraelites indeed. The deſcription will be found pro- 
greſſive, ſo ought our growth in all ſpiritual know - 
ledge and experience. We are not to ſtop in running 
the chriſtian race, but to go on from ſtrength to 
Rrength, from one degree of grace to another, until 
we receive the end of our faith, the falvation of our 
ſouls. Our warfare, if begun, will be ſharp and 
preſſing. Our enemies have already got poſſeſſion, 
and, entirely to defeat them, will prove a hard 5 
OT? * which can _— terminate at death, To be 
a chriſ- | 


7 
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a eien by profifion only, is eaſy ; to be a chriſ- 
tian in reality, is a leſſon difficult to learn, and hard 
to experience. To underſtand it aright, we muſt be 
debtors to unerring Wiſdom ; to live under a ſen- 
fible enjoyment of it, we muſt be made happy par- 
takers of omnipotent grace, Indeed we have need of 
ſuch almighty ſuccour. To preſerve a conſcience. 
void” of offence towards God and man—to walk 
worthy our vocation, and to perſevere in the narrow 
path of duty—will exerciſe every grace, and keep us, 


devoted penſioners on the bounty of our e 
Father, 


* 


"tr this ſ -iritual warfare, every power : 1 faculty 
of ſoul and body muſt be engaged. Our obedience 
to the divine command muſt not be partial, but uni- 
verſal. It is true, much imperfection will mix with 
all our duties; but we are not on that account to 
imagine our obligations leſſened or diminiſhed. 
Every divine injunction that reſpects believers, is 
neither grievous nor burdenſome; but what they love 

to reverence, and delight to honor. We ſhall, by 

making the experiment, find the ſervice of God per- 

fe freedom. His ways will be pleaſant and delight- 
ful; and the ſenſible enjoyment of this truth will 
more than repay us for every thing we may ſuffer in 
Walking worthy our heavenly vocation. To do this 
acceptably, is to do it chearfully ; not in our own 
ſtrength, but in the ſtrength and grace of Chriſt. Ex- 
perience will foon teach us that he is the author of 


3 all 
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all ſpiritual life ; and a gradual knowledge of our own 
weakneſs will alſo convince us that he muſt carry it 
on, if we mean to ſhare that bleſſedneſs which is pre- 
pared for all who love his name and goſpel. A ſenſe 
of this will keep us dependent, and drive us to him, 
in order to get our wants ſupplied out of his abound- 
ing fulneſs. If we are enabled fo to do daily, the 
word of Chriſt will dwell richly in our hearts; we 
ſhall rejoice exceedingly, and learn, in the poſſeſſion 
of every mercy, to be truly thankful. Our ſouls· will 
then be ftrengthened with might in the inner man— 
we hall fight the battles of the Lord manfully—we 
ſhall triumph over all our enemies—and in the midſt. 
of victory ſing ſpiritual ſongs of deliverance to the 
God of all our mercies. The bleſſed Redeemer, _ 
our forerunner, hath ſet before us an example that 
we ſhould follow his ſteps. He, as the great Ca p- 
Alx of our falvation, leads us forth to fight and 
conquer under his banner, He ſtands ready to re- 
vive and ftrengthen all who ſteadily purfue his cauſe 
and intereſt ; and while they boldly face the difficul- 
ties which threaten, their hearts rejoice in the pro- 
| ſpect of a rich REWARD, which is all of GRACE. 


WHILE we are thus caiployait, earthly Wiege will 
become indifferent. A feeling ſenſe of their vanity 
and emptineſs will leſſen them in our eſteem, and 
make theſe which are ſpiritual and eternal more 
pleaſing and deſirable. Chriſt will appear more and 
more lovely, our experience more lively, our du- 
ties more ſpiritual, and his invaluable name ex- 

ceeding 
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ceeding precious. Our ſouls will feed upon the e dil. 
coveries of his love, and, as a growing acquaintance 


with his perſon, oſſices, and grace, will make him ſtill 
more dear, our affections will cleave cloſer to him, 
and our love proportionably increaſe. This love of 


Chriſt is of an aſſimilating nature ĩt will gradually 
transſuſe its virtue into the regenerate heart, and 


make the ſoul earneſtly deſirous of growing more and 


more into his image and likeneſs. Thus living, we 
become more ſpiritually minded —ſin appears more 
hateful—holineſs more pleaſing—and heaven the only 


happineſs worth our deſiring. In this way we mall 
preſerve an holy reliſh for divine things—we ſhall * 


rejoice daily in the light of God's countenance e 
ſhall live happy in the ſweet enjoy ment of his grace 


we ſhall ſledfaſtly perſevere in the path of duty, and 
keep our evidence for heaven bright and clear. Byſuch 


a walk and converſation, which is but our reaſonable 
ſervice, we ſhall enjoy more ſenſible comfort, and, 
by degrees, experience more of that ſimplicity which 
is the brigheſt ornament of chriſtianity. Our tempers 
and diſpoſitions, which are too often unbecoming a 


profeſſion of godlineſs, will not be ſo eaſily ruffled, 
nor our paſſions ſo ready to obey the dictates of a 


trete and deceiving adverſary. 


a 'To effect all this, we have naturally no power. We 


we are not, however, on that account, to imagine 
ſuch a deſirable ſtate unattainable, ſeeing we have an 


omnipotent God, who hath declared His Ac 


3, 


to be gUFFiCIENT for us,” Neceſſity teaches us 
D 4 to 


MS. — — . — 


a continuan.e in ſenſual gratifications, and to lay 
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to guard againſt that common cry, WE Can bo 


© NOTHING'—than which Nor HIN can be more 


falſe. It is the voice of nature pleading for ſen- 
ſual indulgence ;. and, to hide the deformity of her 


ſentiments, ſhe complains of weakneſs and infirmity. 
It is to be feared, many children of God, when their 


ſouls become dry and barren, avail themſelves of this 
cry, though it ill becomes them; for the language 
of GRACE is, We can do ALL'THINGS through 
* Chriſt ſtrengthening us.“ It is true, of ourſelves, 
and in our own ftrength, we can do nothing ſpiritu- 


ally good; but divine grace in the heart can enable 
us to do much more than we evidence by practice. It 


is an active principle; and for what end is it given, if 
not to demonſtrate its reality, where time and oppor- . 


tunity are allotted for that purpoſe? It came from 
God, and to him it directs the wandering yiLGR1M, 


Aſter receiving this bleſſing, he doth not ſtand inactive 


and unconcerned, waiting for ſome impulſe to act 
with the ſame force and power required 1 in moving a 


machine: No; he feels a willingneſs in all he does; 


and while he gratefully acknowledges it .to be the 


effect of a divine power, we are told, his deſire after 


the enjoyment of every ſpiritual bleſſing is the effect 
of deliberate choice. His affections cleave to them 


his heart is fixed upon them, and, to poſſeſs them, 


he labors with thar aſſiduity which their importance 
demands. To complain therefore of weakneſs, when 
ſtrength is given to ſupply that defect, is to plead for 


the 
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F BY our are made partakers of divine faith, it 
is our duty, it is our privilege, to ſtir up the grace that 
is in us. Reaſon and ſcripture bear their united teſti- 
mony, that we ought. continually to WATCH and 
PRAY. Experience alſo joins iſſue with them, and 
ſays, Be mindful of theſe things, leſt thy comforts 
be with- held, leſt darkneſs come upon thy ſoul, 
and diſgrace on the goſpel of Chriſt. If at any time 
we are afflicted or diſtreſſed, we ſhould, like David, 
ery mightily unto the Lord; and with a voice of ſup- 
plication pour out all our complaints before him, and 
ſnew him all our troubles. We are aſſured the Lord 
% is nigh unto all them who call upon him ;*” we 
ſhould therefore put him in mind of his word, and 
ſupplicate his goodneſs in ſuch language as this: 
Lord, attend thou unto our cry, for we are brought 
very low; deliver us from ſlavery and bondage; 
bring our ſouls out of priſon, for there is none 

elſe to Aalen, and we e will . thee.“ | 


Is preyer, beds 1s as ſupport of foiritual life, we. 
arc commanded to be importunate with God. Our 
hearts, if cold, lukewarm, 'and indifferent, require 
much attention. But are we to reſt eaſy and ſatisfied 

in ſuch a miſerable ſtate? No; reflection will con- 
'Vince us that our fins have ſeparated between God 
and our ſouls, and, at the- {ſame time direct us how to. 

v | % act 
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act when thus juſtly forſaken. Prayer will be found 
our laſt, and perhaps our only expedient. In the ex- 
erciſe of this precious gift, we muſt become wWREST- 
LiNG Jacoss; and however ſeemingly, repulſed in 
the exerciſe of faith, it muſt be the language of our 
hearts, We will not let thee go except thou bleſs. 
4% us.” The prayer of faith availeth much—it gains 
admittance into the court of heaven, and pleads witk 
Godits right and title to a covenant of grace, and al! 
its bleſſings. It lays hold on his promiſes, which are 
all yea and amen in Chriſt Jeſus—it views an aſcend- 
ed Saviour—it pleads the merit of his atoning ſacri- 
fice, and cries for afreſh application of his pardoning 
blood to the wounded conſcience. Sometimes, ineded, 
they find no immediate anſwer totheir prayers, yet they 
ery, in the ſpirit of adoption, «Thou art our Father; 
be not wroth very fore O Lord, neither remember 
«. iniquity for ever: BEHOLD, fee, we beſeech thee, 
«« ve are all thy xeople.” Their hearts cannot bear the 
abſence of their God—they plead like the apoſtles of 
old, and ſay, <* Abide with us:“ And if he ſeems to 
depart, they, after the apoſtolic example, conſtrain . 

Him to tarry with them, through the prevalence of 
fai h. Thus they ſupplicate the Lord, reſtleſs, be- 
cauſe of his abſence, and grieved for the diſhonor 
done to his Spirit, and all the ne of his e | 
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IN TIR ELI to prevent darkneſs al delertion, 4 
not be expected. Our fin and ingratitude is ſuch, 
as wil call for trials; and, however exerciſed, we ſhall- 

have 
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have no room to complain, knowing the Lord doth 
not willingly afflict, nor grieve the ſons of adoption 
and grace. It is our privilege to live near the 
Lord. He hath graciouſly aſſured us, Thoſe who 
« honor him, he will honor ;” but, as is reaſonable, 
thoſe who ** deſpiſe him ſhall be lightly eſteemed.” 


For this purpoſe a variety of means are provided. 


Prayer we have already mentioned ; and believing 1 it 
an invaluable privilege, we cannot better teſtify our 
eſteeming it ſuch,. than by a cloſe and conſtant ex- 
erciſe of ſo ſpiritual a duty. We ſhall find retire- 


ment profitable to our ſpiritual intereſt. Meditation 
will become familiar, and lead us into a reverential 


adoration of that God who ought: to be the delight 
of our ſouls, the aim of all our en and the ſub- 


ject of all our enquiries. 1 


A cos attendance on all the ordinances of God 


will alſo prove. ſerviceable to our ſpiritual concerns. 
For this valuable purpoſe they were inſtituted ; 


therefore we ought to eſteem them highly, and to rank 
them among our choiceſt mercies. The miniſtra- 


tion of the word is a means which God is pleaſed to 
honor with his preſence. In the diſpenſation of this 


invaluable bleſſing, he makes uſe of EAR THEN VES= 


'$ELS, Who have each a meaſure of grace given for, 


that purpoſe. Thoſe favorites of heaven ſtand high- 


Iy diſtinguiſhed in the chriſtian world, and as ſuch 


we ought to eſteem and love them. But, alas! our 


aſfeckions often carry us. to exceſs: we are too apt to 


judge 
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judge partially, where we ou ght not to fit as arbiters, 
but rather as they who wiſh to ſtrengthen the hands 
which are diſcouraged, or ready to fall. It is certain 
we may profit more under the miniſtry of ſome than 
others; but if we do not profit under all, it is ov 


' FAULT, not THE1Rs. It may be lawful, and expedi- 


ent alſo, to attend public ordinanges where we find 
moſt ſpiritual advantage; but then the uſefulneſs of 
the inſtrument, which ſecures our eſteem, ſhould 
not leſſen that regard which is due to all the miniſ- 
tering ſervants of God. If we err in this, we have 
no right to expect a bleſſing from the hands of any, 
as it is certain we have reſpect to the man more than 
to Chriſt, wWwho is the head of ſpiritual influence. 


Probably a want of this fimplicity is almoſt univer- 


ſal in the chriſtian world. Were we more livel Yin 


our experience, it would be otherwiſe ; we ſhould re- 
ceive the meaneſt of Cur1sT's MESSENGERS as 
welcome gueſts, and, inſtead of weakening their 
hands, we ſhould uphold tlem by the prayer af (3. 
faith ; and fo, in a way of privilege and duty, bffn IM 
down a bleſſing upon our own heads. r be 
ExrIAIENCE and necesgITy. likewiſe teach s 
to beware of trifling and vanity, Is practical godlinds 
what we ſeek after? we mult ſhun the company Bf 
thoſe where the SAVOR of the goſpel is not fountf®” ”M 
Their knowledge of ſpiritual things, how extenſive: 
ſoever, if not ſcaſoned with THIs sAL T, will fers 
no other purpoſe than to make us too much like 


them- 
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themſelves. It is with great concern we ſee warm 
PROFESSORS of the goſpel intirely deſtitute of the 
real power and influence of genuine chriſtianity, 


though perhaps zealous promoters of its cauſe and in- 


tereſt. To determine what may be their fate, is not 
our province; their example ſhould quicken our di- 
ligence; and while we pity their blindneſs, it ſhould 
excite us to watch and pray that we may not be found 
among their unhappy number; from ſuch we are 
commanded to flee away.—If, then, we ſeek chriſtian 
friends for ſpiritual purpoſes, they ſhould be Ew I 
NUMBER, but croice in their EXPERIENCE. A 
large circle of acquaintance will probably ſo en- 
gage our time and attention, as to ſubvert the deſign 
and end of chriſtian aſſociation. Much viſiting will 
be productive of hurry and confuſion, and unfit the 
mind for ſpiritual and divine things. If this be 
the caſe, we ſhall fall ſhort of what we ought to ſeek 
after ; fince one great end of chriſtianity is, to inſpire 
ſerenity and compoſure of mind. In its divine Author, 
” was clearly ſeen in its utmoſt perfection; and if we 
to tread in his ſteps, we ſhall find HIS GRACE | 
can Inſpire 2 ſteady uniformity of conduct, which, 
though different in degree, will produce a calmneſs of 
foul much to be deſired. If gherefore we expect to im- 
prove by « example, we muſt aſſociate with thoſe only 
who pradiicall y live in the exerciſe of divine truths. 
As their appetites are ſpiritual, their converſation will 
be ſpiritual alſo—they will delight to converſe about 


| ſpiritgal wing; , becauſe moſt ſuitable to their deſires, 
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and what they moſt love and eſleem. Their company 


vill be profitable, their advice always ſeaſonable, and 
their admonitions ſincere and experimental. They 


will know how to bear with the infixmities of the 
weak; and alſo how to ſpeak a word in ſea- 
ſon, ſuited to their various wants and necefli- 


ties. Such are fit companions for the sons and 


DAUGHTERS: of TRIBULATION ; and if we are ſo 
P2UDENT as to chuſe them in PREFERENCE to all 
others, we ſhall, after the moſt mature deliberation, 


experience them to be the only excellent of the earth. 


Our ſouls will rejoice to hear them tell of the love, 
grace, and mercy of God diſplayed i in bringing t them 
into the knowledge and experience of divine truths, 
And as we are made partakers of like precious faith, 

each will ſhare the pleaſure of the other; While w we 
"mutually unite to praiſe that God who. is 1 K our al- 
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5 A? RE ATISE on Manriace: being ſerious 

thoughts on the original deſign of that ſacred 
inſtitution, and the abſolute importance of its ſolem- 
nization between real chriſtians, for promoting mu- 


Il tual happineſs. Several arguments deduced from. 


5 ſeripture and reaſon are offered, in order to diſ- 
h. ſuade believers from marrying with thoſe who are 
not made partakers of the grace of God. Obſtruc- 
m tions, which are a bar to nuptial felicity, are alſo- 
is, conkigered. Such helps, as tend to make the marriage 
h, ſtate happy; together with the bleſſings attending 
"BY thoſe who are united by the bonds of nature and grace, 
al- are likewiſe conſidered and explained. To which are 
added, STRICTURES on the education of children; 
BF containing inſtructive rules, drawn from ſcripture and 
dur Experience, calculated to form their tender minds,. 
ol | _ train * up. in the paths of duty. 
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divine of the ſaid church. And now thought fit to be reprinted 
by authority from his moſt excellent Majeſty. To. which are 
added, The thirty-nine articles of religion, with that judicious and 
learned - - biſhop Beveridge's expoſition of ſuch of them as relate to 
divine faith and free ſalvation; concluding with à remarkable 
ſermon (pertinent to the whole) preached, in part, before the dean 
of the arches, and the reverand the Clergy of the deanery of 
Shoreham, aſſembled in the viſitation - of Sevenoaks, in Kent, 
Price bound gs. i 
H. Dr. Martin Luther's Cx MEN T AR of St. Paul's Epiſtles 
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God's Brace, and power of the goſpel. With the difference be- 
tween the law and the goſpel, and ſtrength of faith declared; io 
the joyful comfort and confirmation of all true chriſtian believers... i 
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This Commentary is retommended to the; . pf led ths 
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